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Mr. O’Manoney, from the Committee on Interior and Insult ABnirsy 
submitted the following a es 


REPORT 
[To accompany S. 2915] 


The Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom 
was referred the bill (S. 2915) authorizing the Secretary of the Interior 
to convey certain lands and rights-of-way in the State of Wyoming 
to the town of Jackson, Wyo., having considered the same, report 
favorably thereon without amendment and with the recommendation 
that the bill do pass. 

The purpose of the bill is to authorize the Secretary of the Interior 
to convey certain lands, improvements thereon, and rights-of-way to 
the town of Jackson, Wyo. 

The land comprises 10 acres which were donated by the Jackson 
Hole Lions Club to the Fish and Wildlife Service in 1936 for the 
establishment of the Jackson Fish Cultural Station. The lands were 
acquired by warranty deed with no provision for reversion of title 
should fish-cultural activities be terminated. The station is now 
excess to the needs of the Fish and Wildlife Service. 

The improvements on the area consist of five log buildings and six 
concrete ponds. These facilities include a hatchery, ice house, cottage, 
a combination garage, shop, and office, and an oil house. The 
principal value is for fish-cultural purposes, and that operation of the 
station was discontinued on July 1, 1947, and there is no intention 
of reactivating the station. 

The reports of the Department of the Interior and the Bureau of 
the Budget, stating there is no objection to the enactment of this 
measure, are hereinbelow set forth in full and made a part of this 
report. 





CONVEY CERTAIN LANDS TO JACKSON, WYO. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 5, 1982. 
Hon. JosepuC, O’ MaHoney, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington 25, D. C. 


My Dear Senator O’Manoney: Reference is made to your request for a 
report on 8. 2915, a bill authorizing the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain 
lands and rights-of-way in the State of Wyoming to the town of Jackson, Wyo. 

I have no objection to the enactment of the proposed legislation but believe 
that certain minor amendments, the nature of which are indicated herein, should 
be incorporated in the bill. 

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey by 
quitelaim deed to the town of Jackson, Wyo., all right, title, and interest of 
the United States in the land and facilities known as the Jackson Fish-Cultural 
Station. 

The land proposed to be conveyed to the town of Jackson was acquired by 
the Lions Club, of Jackson, and donated to the United States by a deed dated 
April 23, 1937. All of the buildings except the oil house originally were located 
near Moose, Wyo., and were moved to the present location in 1936. These 
facilities, which are of log construction, include a hatchery, ice house, cottage, a 
combination garage, shop, and office, and the oil house which was built in 1939. 
Present value of the buildings has not been determined, but it should be pointed 
out that the principal value is for fish-cultural purposes, that operation of the 
station was discontinued on July 1, 1947, and that there is no intention of reactivat- 
ing the station. In this connection it should be noted that the Congress rather 
consistently has required with respect to transfers of the nature proposed here 
that the United States be reimbursed for at least one-half of the value of the 
property. 

As drafted, the proposed bill also authorizes the conveyance of certain ease- 
ments and rights-of-way utilized in connection with the station. It is understood 
that the original owners of the lands affected by these easements and rights-of- 
way have disposed of their interests therein. It also should be noted that the ease- 
ments and rights-of-way are easements in gross. In these circumstances, it 
would appear that the rights involved will revert to the present owners of the 
lands affected thereby. In any event, the rights-of-way deeds specifically provided 
that all rights granted thereunder should “revert to the owner of the land when 
said use shall have been abandoned and discontinued for a term of 5 years or 
longer.”’ Thus a conveyance by the United States to other than the present 
owners of the land at least would not prevent operation of the reversionary clause 
at the end of the 5eyear period and probably would result in an immediate reversion 
to the present owners of the land. 

I have been advised by the Bureau of the Budget that there is no objection to 
the submission of this report to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
topERT R. Ross, Jr., 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 


EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT, 
BuREAU oF THE BupDGeEt, 
Washington 25, D. C., June 2, 1952. 
Hon. Joseru C. O’ MAHONPY, 
Chairman, Senate Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
United States Senate, Washington 24, D. C. 

My Dear Mr. CuarrMan: This is in reply to your letter of March 27, 1952, 
requesting the views of this office with respect to 8. 2915, a bill authorizing the 
Secretary of the Interior to convey certain lands and rights-of-way in the State 
of Wyoming to the town of Jackson, Wyo. 

The bill would authorize and direct the Secretary of the Interior to convey by 
quitclaim deed to the town of Jackson, Wyo., all right, title, and interest of the 
United States in the land and facilities known as the Jackson Fish-Cultyral 
Station. We have been informed that the operation of this station was dis- 
continued in 1947. 

This office would have no objection to the enactment of this measure. 

Sincerely yours, 
Eimer B. Staats, 
Assistant Director. 
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